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Eryk Goczał and Szymon Gospodarczyk in the 11th Dakar Rally Stage Top Ten  

➢ All Energylandia Rally Team crews reached the finish of the Dakar Rally Stage 11 

➢ The fastest Poles today were Eryk Goczał and Szymon Gospodarczyk 

➢ Stage 11 ran from Bisha to Al Henakiyah 

On Thursday, competitors taking part in the Dakar Rally faced Stage 11, which led from Bisha to Al 

Henakiyah. The crews had to cover as many as 536 kilometres of liaison sections and 346 kilometres 

of special stage. The best result among the Energylandia Rally Team crews was achieved by Eryk Goczał 

and Szymon Gospodarczyk, who finished in 8th place. The Poles started the stage from the back of the 

field and had to overtake numerous cars and trucks along the way, which meant plenty of battling and 

driving in dust. 

Marek Goczał and Maciej Marton reached the finish in 12th 

position, losing less than nine minutes to the stage winners. 

It was another very strong stage for them. Slightly further 

back were Michał Goczał and Diego Ortega. All three 

Energylandia Rally Team crews safely reached the finish 

and are well on their way to completing the toughest rally 

in the world in their first start in a top-category Toyota. 
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- From the very beginning there was a lot of fighting. Starting from a further back position, we had a 

lot of overtaking today – including trucks, which certainly didn’t make our task any easier. Next, we 

overtook around 20 cars, so there was plenty of action, driving in dust and using the sentinel. The stage 

was quite fast and we really enjoyed it. I think we also handled the rocky section quite well. We finished 

8th today and have a good starting position for tomorrow, so we’re very happy - said Eryk Goczał at the 

finish of Stage 11. 

- It was a very fast stage – practically the whole time 

we had the throttle flat to the floor. Especially since 

we started from the back and the tracks allowed us 

to straighten the route a bit. I’m glad we didn’t get a 

puncture today, because our pace in the rocky 

section was really strong. The car took a beating, but 

it’s nothing our mechanics can’t handle. That was 

our plan – to attack – and that’s what we did from 

the very beginning, which allowed us to close the gap 

to the front runners once again - summed up Szymon 

Gospodarczyk, Eryk’s co-driver. 

On Friday, the competitors will face the penultimate stage of this year’s Dakar Rally. The stage will run 

from Al Henakiyah to Yanbu, where the entire adventure began at the very start of the year. The special 

stage will be 311 kilometres long. 


